
A view of America you can count on
Census Bureau offers tallies on numerous facets
of people’s lifestyles in its statistical abstract

By GENARO C. ARMAS
Associated Press

W ASH ING TON  — Am eri-
c ans are o  n the road mor  e th an
ev er. Driv ers in a typic al hous ehold
l og e noug  h mil es eve ry y ear to
t ra v el bet we en N ew Y ork and Los
A ngel es alm ost eight tim es —
a bout 21,200 mil es.

O  n th ose ro ad t rips , t hey might
s nack on cheese . A mer ican s con-
sum e alm os  t 3  1 pou nds o  f it  a ye ar.
L ots o  f peop le  — alm os  t 2  9 mil li on
— try t  o bu rn o ff t hos  e cal or ies by
joi nin g h eal th c lubs.

Th ose an d m yria d o the  r fa cts
an d fi gur es c an b  e fou nd in the
l atest edi tio  n of the Cen sus B u-

re au’s Sta tist ical Abst rac  t of the
U nite d St ate s, a 1,000-p age to me
o  n li fe in Am eri ca.

‘ ‘I t’s Uncl e S am’  s alm anac, ’’ said
G len  n Ki ng, t he b ure au e conom ist
w ho ov ersees pro duc tio  n of the
an nual comp end iu m. 

T he t abl es ar e compi le  d fr om
g ove rnme nt an d pr iva te s ourc es,
an d r ang  e fr om t he ser io us — 9
p erce nt o  f high sch ool stu den ts
rep or ted bein  g th rea ten ed o  r in-
j ure  d wi th a wea pon on sch ool

p rop ert  y in 2001 — to the sub lime
— abo ut o ne-q u ar ter of A mer ican s
v isit ed an art museu m at leas t onc e 
in 2002.

Som e o the  r ti dbits:
A mer ican s l ike to kee  p it

sho rt o  n th eir cel lpho ne s: L ast
y ear  , the ave r age ca ll la st ed 2.87
m inut es, whil e t he a ver age mo nth-
ly bil  l was $49.91.

W hen it com es to hom  e pr ic-
e s, t he W est i sn’  t best . E xis ting

Please see A ME RICA A9 ?

Troops
pepper
boss on
safety
Donald Rumsfeld hears complaints
about planning, armor from soldiers
in Kuwait who are bound for Iraq

By MARK MAZZETTI
Los Angeles Times

W ASH ING TON — A  nx ious troop s awa it ing
dep loy men  t t  o Ir aq con fro nte  d Def ens  e Sec re tary
D onal  d Rums f e ld w ith quest ions We dnesday d u ring
h is b rie  f vis it t  o th eir cam  p in the Kuw ait deser t,
de man din g t  o know wh  y U. S. fo r ce s w ere stil l bei ng
s ent int  o th  e vio le nt c oun try wit  h ins uff icie nt
p ro tec ti on a gai nst de adl  y in su rge nts.

R umsf eld  , wh  o in vite d ‘ ‘tou gh qu esti ons ’’ fro  m the
t roo ps, got what h  e ask ed fo r w hen a n  um ber o  f th em
al so too  k him to tas  k fo  r th  e po or con di tio  n of the
equ ip men  t gi ven t  o th  e Nat ion al G uard and for the
P ent agon ’s ‘ ‘sto  p lo ss’  ’ po lic  y th at h as kep t t housan ds
o  f tr oops o  n ac tiv  e du ty bey on d t heir disc harge da tes.

D urin g t he m eetin g w ith troop s a  t Cam p Bu ehr-
i ng, o ne s oldi er as k ed R umsf eld why som  e tr oops were
fo r ce d t  o rum mage th rough loc al l and fil ls sea rch ing
fo r sc raps of arm or to att ach t  o th eir veh ic le s.

‘ ‘Ou  r ve hi cl es are not armo red  . We ’re dig ging
p iece s o  f rus te d sc rap met al an d compr omised bal list ic
g lass ..  . to put on o ur v ehi cle  s to tak  e into c o mba t,’  ’ sai d
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Breast cancer
drug wins praise
Study shows Arimidex better at
preventing recurring tumors in older
women, with less side effects

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
Associated Press

S AN A NTON IO — A n  ew er dr ug pre ven ted far
mo re br eas  t can ce rs f rom rec u rrin  g in old er w omen
t han the old stan db  y ta moxi fen and wit  h far few er s ide
e ffe cts, doc tors said Wedn esday , c itin g a new stu dy.

C an ce r s pe c ial ist s sai d A rim idex i  s lik el  y to becom e
t he f irs t -ch oice tre atme nt fo r m ost w ome  n wh  o ha ve
h ad t he d isea se, and they pred icte d a wid er ro le fo r
s imil ar dr ug  s of its typ e, ca lle  d aro matas e in hibit ors .

N ew r esear ch su gg ests Arim id ex m ight b  e ab le to
pr eve nt 7  0 perc en  t t  o 80 per cen  t o  f the most comm on
t ype o  f tum ors th at o ccu  r in wom en a fte  r me no p aus e,
comp ar ed w ith the 5  0 perc en  t th at t amo xif en is
c redi te d w ith war ding off.

W ome  n wi th e arl y-s tage br eas  t can ce r w ho t ook
A rim idex for fiv  e ye ars w ere less lik el  y to hav  e can ce r
r ecu r, d eve lop i  n th  e ot her br e as t, o  r sp re ad t hrou gh-
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Death reunites sisters who shared life
Younger of two girls afflicted
with rare disease to be laid to
rest next to sibling today

By PAUL GRONDAHL
Staff writer

N ISK AYU NA — Eve  n la te a  t night , 
f ightin g s lee  p in the back se at of her mom ’s
mi niv an, Alyssa Ba rbie ro, 8  , wo uld al w ays
re me mbe  r he  r sist er as th ey dr ov  e by the
ce met ery whe re she was bur ied  , a mil e f rom
ho me.

‘ ‘Good night , ’ Bri ,’’ Alyssa wo uld say  . It
t ook a l  ot o  f ef for t. Th ose w ere all the words
t he l itt le g irl cou ld m anage to sa  y in hon or
of her big sist er, Sab rin a.

A neu rol ogi cal dis ord er h ad s lowly
robb e d A lyssa ’ s sp eec  h an  d st ol en h er
m uscl e con tro l. She s p oke most ly b  y pus h-
in g b utt ons on a compute  r ke yboa rd. Alyssa
w oul  d fal l i nto p ainfu  l sp as ms t hat cau sed 
h er t iny bod  y to pul sate and writ he p ainfu l-
l y, u ncont rol lab ly. N  o dr ugs hel ped.

A lyssa ha  d on ce dr aw  n st ren gth and
c o mfor  t fr om S ab r ina  , wh  o ha  d su ffer ed t he
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Delmar killing resonates on Rochester campus
Fraternity brothers, friends,
classmates wonder where
Porco case will lead as one
of their own faces scrutiny

By SIMONE SEBASTIAN
Staff writer

R OCHE ST ER — On t he r iver-
f ron  t cam p us o  f th  e Un ive rsi ty of
R ochest er, the mem bers of Sigm  a Phi
E psil on hav  e a re putat ion for bein  g a
t ightk nit group of acade mi cal ly m ind-
e  d you ng me n, w ho b oas  t o  n th eir Web
s ite o  f ha vin  g th  e highe s t g rade-p oin t
a ver age s o  f an  y o  f th  e sch ool ’s f ra te r n i-
t ies.

A  s a 19- ye ar- old gradu at e o  f Be thl e-
h em H igh S ch ool in 2002, fre shm an
Chr is tophe r P orco seem ed t  o ha ve
ev ery thin g t he f ra te r n ity sav ore  d —
an inte rest in bi om edi cal eng ineer ing,
a dip lom  a fr om a top acade mi  c high
s cho ol,  a lo ng-s tan din g d edi cat ion to
comp et it ive sw im m ing  , an  d a p lace in
t he l ocal RO TC uni t.

I  n the hours and days afte r P orc o’s
fa th er, Pete r, was kil led and his mot her,
J oan  , sav agely beate n in th eir Delm ar
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SABRINA AND ALYSSA BARBIERO from family snapshots

™

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

U.S. cell phone
subscribers
reached about
159 million
in 2003, up
from 34
million in 1995

The number
of households
with Internet
access
increased to
54.6 percent

in 2003, from 26.2 percent
in 1998

39,955 doctoral degrees
were conferred in 2002.
Seventy-four percent went to
U.S. citizens; 26 percent to
citizens of another country

Americans consumed an
average of  30.5 pounds
of cheese in 2002, up
from 17.5 pounds in 1980

Adding up
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Drivers in
the typical
U.S. household
traveled 21,188 miles in 2001,
up from 15,100 miles in 1990

Neurodegeneration with Brain 
Iron Accumulation (NBIA) is a 
rare, inherited, neurological
movement disorder. It is a 
progressive degeneration of 
the nervous system.
There is no known cause and 

symptoms vary greatly from
case to case, as does life
expectancy. It typically involves
jerky or spastic movements,
vision problems or blindness
and loss of speech. Mental 

abilities usually do not deteriorate.
The disorder has been associ-

ated with abnormal accumula-
tion of iron in certain areas of 
the brain. Vitamin and drug 
treatments have not worked.
The Barbiero family asks in 

lieu of flowers or gifts for people
to make a donation in memory
of their daughters to NBIA, 
2082 Monaco Court, El Cajon,
CA 92019-4234 or visit:
http://www.NBIAdisorders.org.   

About the disorder
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WEATHER
High Low

44° 34°
Today’s forecast
Sunshine and mild

temperatures. Mild

and rainy on Friday.
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Nine in a row
The River Rats find they

have a real home

ice disadvantage.
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sports and classifieds at:
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INSIDE
Vapor alcohol machines

are getting a cold

reception here.

Region/B1

UPCOMING
The best-looking felons

on earth are back at it

in ‘‘Ocean’s 12.’’
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A PATROL CAR is stationed around
the clock outside the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity in Rochester. CINDY SCHULTZ/TIMES UNION




